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The Bofors being craned from behind
the Gunners Cottage and up on to the
bank above the New Guard House.

PRODUCED IN KIND BY

fortscratchley.org.au n UT OF THE SUUARE



President’s Report

The time has come for me to prepare
another President’s Report. Rain has
had a heavy impact on us since the
last issue, however, we have started
to move in the right direction with

a decent stretch of sunshine.

Since my last report, we have had our
AGM, with Steve Scott moving into
the committee, Rod Davies into the
role of Vice President, yours truly into
President, with the other incumbent
members retaining their positions.
Thank you for your ongoing support.

Work continues in the museum and
on the disappearing gun that is slowly
progressing towards completion.

Labour Day was a success, but the
numbers were down. Watching the
kids around the vehicles that were
on display (and well supervised
might I add) proved that they are

a star attraction. Well done. The
time gun showed up the bigger guns
again — one-bang, lots of smoke,
laughter and applause, what can I
say! Tunnel tours started off slow
but picked up as the day progressed.
A well done and thank you to all
volunteers who worked on the day.

We are attracting interest
from different organisations
considering using our facilities.

We recently hosted the Life and
Rhymes of Banjo Paterson in the
Barracks which was very well received.

We have finally moved the Bofors

from behind the Gunners Cottage
and up on to the bank above the New
Guard House. It is drawing a lot of
attention from visitors as they enter
the Fort. A fine effort from the crew
in the workshop and a special thank
you to Borger Cranes and their team.
A 120-ton crane meant it did not
have to enter the Fort and the Bofors

could be lifted from the car park.
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Vice President’s Report

Hello all. This is my first report

since taking over as Vice President

of the Society. To say that this
appointment has been a shock would
be a huge understatement. I would

like to congratulate Steve Scott on his
appointment to my old position as
Head Guide and I wish him all the best
for the future. Although, I am sure that
I nominated him for the Vice President’s
position. Ah well, dudded again.

‘We have a rather busy events schedule
over November this year. We had a
Performance of the Life and Rhymes of
Banjo Patterson, featuring Greg North in
our North Barracks room on Thursday
the 9th of October. There was a nice
attendance of 36 people. All of them
thoroughly enjoyed the show. Greg has
expressed a desire to return for another
performance. Call us soon Greg!

We had our Halloween event at the
Fort on Friday the 31st of October.
More details to come on how this
event went in the next edition of the
MuzzleBlast! The Halloween event is
the brainchild of David Bainbridge
and Geoft Pooley, they pulled out

all stops to organise this event.

On Saturday the 22nd of November

we have Music of the Guns at the

Fort. It was originally scheduled for
the 1st of November, however due to
circumstances beyond our control

(for reasons are best left unsaid I think)
it needed to be rescheduled. After setting
up the ticket sales through Trybooking
for the 1st, it was like herding cats on a
hot tin roof to ‘reorganise’ for the 22nd.
It all had to be cancelled and reset - yay!

There has been some confusion

with people trying to purchase

tickets. Please ignore the old ticket

site and go to the date of the 22nd of
November for our Music of the Guns on
Trybooking to purchase your tickets.

Finally, I would like to take this
opportunity to thank Mary, Felicity,
and Kim for their wonderful assistance.
I would have been lost without their
help and advice. It got to a point when

I walked in the office, they were all
hiding. However, I soon worked out that
if I opened a packet of Arnott’s choc
mint biscuits... out they came, gotcha!

That’s all for now. I'm going fishing
on Wednesday. Sorry Steve.
Rod Davies

Vice President.
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From the Curator’s Desk

Ron Barber, Curator FSHS Inc

Earlier this year we received a very
special donation from Terry John
Priestly from Tewantin Qld, formerly
from Maitland where the family
were friends of Guide, Ross Murphy.
The donation includes items given

to his father, Trevor Priestly by a
Japanese prisoner of war in Rabaul.

The prisoner had been a sailor, and
incredibly also the cook on the I-21

submarine when it was involved

in the attack on Sydney and the
shelling of Newcastle on 8th June
1942. He survived the sinking of
the I-21 and was taken prisoner.

The I-21 sunk in a bombing raid by
planes from the USS Chenango
between Taraw (Gilbert Is) and Joluit
(Marshall Is) on 27th November 1943.

The prisoner gave Trevor two silk screen
paintings he had painted himself.

There is also a small banner in the form of a Rising Sun — we are seeking advice from

the Newcastle University conservator on how to preserve this and also the best way to

display the silk screen paintings (pictured left).

A leather Japanese pilot’s helmet was also included in the donation.

Trevor Priestly was photographed in uniform for
the newspaper article which accompanied the
donation, providing much of the information in
this report.
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Guides Report

Steve Scott

These last months have been steady
with visitors to the Fort. While there has
been a lot of foot traffic, numbers for the
tunnel tours seem low. Most tours are
morning based and dropping off with
very small or no tours in the afternoon.
Having said that, the school holidays
have been quite good for us, with lots of
ankle biters around.

Since the last report Julia “Julz” Slater has
qualified as a full guide, congratulations
Julia. From what I have seen, she may

give Norm a run for his money in getting

RAAF Visit

her name in the visitors’ book, in such a
short time. (3 times already!)

At present we have two more people
guides in training, Jamie Mackee and
Richard Rossiter. From what they tell
me they are both enjoying it, and I know
everyone will make them feel welcome
and help them with their training.

The open day went off well, the guides
who could make it did a great job in the
tunnels and on the time gun — thanks
everyone, you made my job easier on
the day.

Recently on a tour of our tunnels by local RAAF men, the tour was interrupted in

order to present one of the men with his newly acquired LAC (Leading Air Craftsman)

qualification. The DAF obviously still hold our Fort in high esteem because this is yet

another presentation event to take place on our site!
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Classic Triumphs
Invade The Fort

Monday October 20th saw Fort
Scratchley invaded by upwards of

50 classic Triumph car owners and

enthusiasts. Our Parade Ground

was awash with the brighter car
colours of the 60s, 70s and 80s as
well as their just as colourful owners.
The humans took time out for tunnel
tours, which received extremely
positive responses — adding another
dimension to the gathering.

Ayellow TR13A with a maroon TR7001 shows
one of the oldest, alongside one of the newest
Triumphs present.
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Workshop Report

Clay Campbell / Neil Robinson

Since our last edition of Muzzle Blast
our workshop team have been busy
ensuring preparations for October
open day were complete.

Clay Campbell was happy to report that
our group ticked all the boxes. It was
pleasing to see a tremendous turnout at
the open day with strong numbers of
workshop volunteers. All trucks,

Land Rovers and Jeeps started and
reported for duty. Thanks Ian, Keith
and Peter for moving and presenting

all vehicles up on the Parade Ground.

Each Gun Team was fully staffed which
reduced the need to juggle staff between
guns. Furthermore, the introduction

of the teams wearing similar uniform
enabled the Fort’s presentation to look
more professional - it also gives more
flexibility to rotating team members if
required during future events.

Thanks Emily

In recognition of all the work Emily at
Out of the Square does for us, she was
recently presented with a memento of
her visit to us. It was arranged that she
fire one of our Mk VIIs. Geoff Gumbleton
arranged to have her picture printed
onto a classic mug, and to say she was
chuffed is an understatement.

Thanks again Emily!

Di and Dave cooked up a great lunch for
all volunteers, it was greatly appreciated.
A special mention to Bob Pritchard,
John Rodham and the 251br / Bofors Gun
crew for enabling the Bofors Gun to be
repaired and firing reliably again on

its special day out. Thanks to everyone
involved. The Bofors has a unique place
in our Fort’s 113 Battery history, and we
all missed its non-firing back in the June
Open Day. Sourcing vital parts took a
bit longer than expected but the result
was great.

Finally, our workshop volunteers are
now back into maintenance mode,
cleaning all guns etc. preparing for
Music of the Guns in November plus any

Cruise Ship visitations when they occur.

Halloween - a Howling Success!

The brain child of David Bainbridge and Geoff Pooley while working at the
Fort’s entry one day in early September — saw our lower tunnels draped, decked
out and inhabited by skeletons, witches and other scary things to give kids a safe
environment to enjoy on the night. And they loved it! Most wanted to ‘go again’
and everyone came out smiling. The standout was Julia, from the guides team

in her witch’s sanctum, where she spent the night handing out fortune cards.

A special mention must also go to Geoff, The Undertaker, Ross Murphy, The Living
Ghoul, and Isaac, our Music Man.

Next Year? You Bet! Bigger and better.

Shop Goodies

In the shop Steve Shaw made sure there were items to
go with our Halloween promotion - special Maxibon
ice creams and other new goodies. With Christmas
now so close, our shop also has great gifts and
stocking fillers for kids and for adults. Please come
and have a look to support that part of our Society.
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Upcoming Events At Our Fort

The Tunnels by Night History and Ghost Tour
by Dark Tours. 7pm.

Artistic Blacksmiths Display of Moulding
Hosted in the Workshop, by Nigel Stokes.

Music of the Guns
6pm - 8pm.

Shakespeare’s Hamlet Presented by local group
“Whale Chorus” More info next edition. 4pm - 8pm.

Cruise ship arrives in the Port
With intentions of visiting the Fort

Management Committee

President: Bob Harper JP Committee: Ron Barber

Vice President: Rod Davies Stephen Shaw

Secretary: Rick Carter Sue Robinson

Treasurer: Frank Graham JP Clay Campbell
John Crosbie
Geoff Gumbleton

Editor’s note:

If you have an interesting story or funny joke, please send it to
the editor fortscratchley@bigpond.com or the Society Office.

No responsibility is accepted for any errors, omissions, or

other shortcomings of this or other issues of this newsletter.
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